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June 28, 2013 

Mr. Jeff S. Jordan 
Office of the General Counsel 
Federal Election Commission 
999 E Street NW 
Washington, DC 20463 

Re: MUR 6734 

Dear Mr. Jordan: 

We write on behalf of John Cooney ("Respondent") in response to the complaint filed by 
Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington ("CREW"), dated May 9, 2013 (the 
"Complaint") in the above-referenced matter. The Complaint alleges that Respondent exceeded 
the 2011-12 biennial aggregate limit on the amount that individuals can contribute to candidates 
for federal office. In fact. Respondent did not exceed this limit. It appears that several 
committees that received partnership contributions from the law firm in which the Respondent is 
a partner, Cooney & Conway, attributed contributions to him when they should have been 
attributed to his partners. Accordingly, the Commission should find no reason to believe that 
Respondent violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (the "Act"), as 
alleged; or otherwise use its discretion under Heckler v. Chaney, 470 U.S. 821 (1985), to dismiss 
this matter immediately. 

Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 441a(a)(3)(A) and 11 C.F.R. § 110.5(b)(l)(i), individuals are currently 
limited in the total amount of contributions that they may make to federal candidates in an 
election cycle.' Between January 1,2011 and December 31,2012, the limit was $46,200.^ 'ITie 
Complaint alleges that Respondent made $47,500 in contributions to federal candidates in 2011 
and 2012, exceeding the biennial limit by $1,300. This is not the case. 

' A challenge io the constitutionality of this re.striction is currently pending before the U.S. Supreme Court. See 
McCutcheon, et al. v. FEC, U.S. Supreme Court (12-536). 
^ See Federal Election Commission, "Contribution Limits for 2011-2012," available at 
httD://www.fec.gov/info/contriblimitsl I l2.Ddf. 
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Respondenl is a partner in Cooney and Conway, a law partnership located in Chicago, Illinois 
(the "Partnership"). Respondent made individual federal political contributions in 2011 and 
2012. The Partnership also made federal political contributions in 2011 and 2012, some of 
which were attributed to Respondent and some of which were attributed to other partners in the 
firm. In accordance with 11 C.F.R. § 110. l(e)(2.), a partnership may make federal contributions, 
attributing the contribution among its partners in direct proportion to the amounts that each 
partner's profits are reduced. When a contribution by the Partnership, or a portion thereof, is 

1 attributed to a specific, partner, the Partnership decreases the draw of that partner on die firm's 
4 profits by a corresponding amount. 

2 Upon receipt of the Complaint, Respondent reviewed the contributions attributed to him on 
2 reports filed with the Commission and discovered that several contributions made by the 
0 Partnership, which should have been allocated amongst its partners in line with the amounts that 
2 their draws were decreased, appear to have been incorrectly reported as contributions from 
.4 Respondent himself. For example, the Partnership made a contribution to Citizens for Rush by 
0 check dated May 16,2011 in the amount of $ 1,000. The Partnership reduced the draw of partner 
1 Kevin Conway by the entire amount of the contribution, and accordingly, the contribution should 

have been attributed to him.^ However, the contribution was reported as being made by 
Respondent.'' Similarly, the Partnership made a contribution to Friends of Tim Johnson by check 
dated November 1, 2011 in the amount of $2,000. The Partnership reduced the draws of Robert 
Cooney Jr.,. William Fahey, Kevin Conway and Respondent by $500 each, and accordingly, the 
contribution should have been attributed among the four partners.^ However, the entire 
contribution was reported as comihg from Respondent himself.® Respondent has alerted these 
committees of this issue, and asked them to amend their relevant reports to reflect the appropriate 
attribution of the Parmership's contributions. 

The Complaint counted the Partnership contributions made to Citizens for Rush and Friends of 
Tim Johnson as contributions from Respondent himself when asserting that Respondent 
exceeded the biennial aggregate contribution limit to candidates by $1,300. Together, just these 
misattributed contributions add up to $2,500 incorrectly counted towards Respondent's limit. 
With the proper attributions of these contributions in mind, it is clear that Respondent gave less 
than $46,200 to federal candidates in 2011-12. 

' See Anachment A, Cooney and Conway Check Distribution Details, indicating that the contribution should be 
debited against the draw of Kevin J. Conway with the initials "KJC." 
See Attachment B, pages from Citizen for Rush's July 15 Quarterly Report, 2011. 

^ See Attachment C, Cooney and Conway Check Distribution Details, including the attribution formula. 
'S'ee Attachment D, pages from Friends ofl im Johnson's January 31 Year-End Report, 2012. 
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For the reasons stated above, we ask that the Commission find no reason to believe that 
Respondent violated 2 U.S.C. § 441a(a)(3)(A) and 11 C.F.R. § 1.10.5(b)(l)(i), or otherwise 
dismiss this matter immediately. 

Very truly yours, 

cry 
Marc E. Ellas 
Graham M. Wilson 
Counsel to Respondent 
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Image# 11931932847 

FEC 
FORMS 

07/15/2011 23:23 

REPORT OF RECEIPTS 
AND DISBURSEMENTS 

For An Authorized Committee 
OllicB Use Only 

1. NAME OF 
COMMITTEE (in full) 

, CITIZENS FOR RUSH 

USE FEC MAILING LABEL 
OR TYPE OR PRINT* 

Example:lf typing, type 
ever the lines 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i. i. .f.. .1. 

1 1 r 1 1 1 1 1 1 i 1 

III 1 1 1 1 1 1 1. 1 1 

1 1 1 1 p 1 1 1 1 1 t 1 

J 

1 f ) 1 1 

1 1 1 .1 1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

. 1, 1 1 1 1 1 J..I . 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i 1 1 

ADDRESS (number and street) 

Cfieckif different 
thaii previously 
reporled. (ACC) 

|PiO|Bpx/2?2 1 1 _L 1. ^ 1 . i 1 ( .1 .. ) 1 I 1 1 1 ,1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ADDRESS (number and street) 

Cfieckif different 
thaii previously 
reporled. (ACC) 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 f ! 1 1 1 • III 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i .. 1 i 1 1 r 1 1 

ADDRESS (number and street) 

Cfieckif different 
thaii previously 
reporled. (ACC) . 1 1. . 1 1 , 1 1 t 1 LjJ. liU I , ,60p89 1 1 7^9^ , 1 

2. FEC IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

.C00257121 

4. TYPE OF REPORT (CliooseOne) 

(a) Ouarlerly Reports: 

April 15 Oiianerly Report (01) 

X July 15 Ouarlerly Report (02) 

October 15 Quarterly Report (03) 

January 31 Year-End Report (YE) 

Termination Report (TER) 

CITYAI STATE* ZIP CODE M 
STATE W DISTRICT 

3. IS THIS y NEW 1 •. AMENDED 
REPORT 

A (N) OR (A) iiu m 
(b) 12-Oay PRE-Election Report tor the: 

Primary (12P) 

Convention (120) 

Election on 

General (t2G) 

Special (12S) 

Runoff (12R) 

in the 
State of 

(c) 30-Day POST-Electlon Report for the: 

GonorallSOG) 

i' 1 ' • i 
Election on • ' 

Runoff (30R) Special (308) 

in the 
State of 

5. Covering Period 04 0 1 2011 . through 06 3 0. 20 11 

I certify that i have examined this Report and to the best ol my knowledge and beliel It is true, correct and complete. 

Type or Print Name ol Treasurer Sheila L. Jackson 

Signature of Treasurer Electronically Filed by Sheila L. Jackson Date 0 7 . 15- ' 2011 

NOTE : Submission of false, erroneous, or incomplete information may subject the person signing this Report to the penalties of-2 U.SiC 437g. 

I Office 
i Use 
I Only 

FEC FORM 3 
(Revised 02/2003) 

FESANOia 
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1 

5 

SCHEDULE A (FEC Form 3 ) 
ITEMIZED RECEIPTS 

Use seperale schedule(s) 
for each category of the 
Detailed Summary Page 

FOR LINE NUMBER; I'PAGE 6/45 
(check only one) 

X 11a lib 11c 
12 13a 13b 

Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold or used by any person lor the purpose of soliciting contributions 
or for commercial purposes, other than using tho name and address of any political committee to solicit contributions from such committee. 

ltd 

14 His 

NAhAE OF COMlyllTTEE (In Full) 

CITIZENS FOR RUSH 

Receipt For; 2012 
X Primary General 

Other (specify) • 

Election Cycle-to-Date • 

1000.00 

Full Name (Last. First, Middle Initial) 
John D. Coonay ____ 

Mailing Address 120 N. LaSalle Street 

City State Zip Code 

FEC ID number of contributing o • ' 
federal political committee. 

Name of Employer Occupation 
Cooney and Conway Attorney 
Receipt For: 2012 
•X Primary : General 

Other (specify) • 

Election Cycle-to-Date • 

1000.00 

Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 

Mailing Address 33 North Dearborn 

City State Zip Code 

Chicaoo IL 60602 

FEC ID number of contributing r* 
federal political committee. w 

Name of Employer 
Corboy a Demeirlo 

Occupation 

Attorney at Law 

Receipt For; 2012 
• X Primary General 

Other (specify) y 

Election Cycle-to-Date T 

1000.00 

Date ol Receipt 
MM;DO IYYYY 
06 08 2011 

Transaction ID: SA11AI, 15027 

Amount of Each Receipt this Period 

1000.00 

Amount of Each Receipt this Period 

1000.00 

SUBTOTAL of Receipts This Page (optional) 
3000.00 

TOTAL This Period (last page this line number only). 

Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
K.ilherino Byrne Date of Receipt 
Mailing Address 1335 N Astor Street 

Aot 2C 
M • M 1 / j'd ' 0 •• / j Y • Y Y ' Y 1 

[06 ' ! 081 [ 2 0 1,1 J 
City state Zip Code Transaction ID; SA11 Al. 15037 
Chicaoo IL 60610-2142 Amount of Each Receipt this Period 

1000.00 
1 

FEC ID number of contributing 
federal political committee. .C; • 

Amount of Each Receipt this Period 

1000.00 
1 

Occupation 
REQUESTED 

Date of Receipt 
M M ; D 0 /lY'Y'Y Y 

0 6 0 8 2 0 1,1 1 

Transaction 10: SA11AI. 15034 

FECScheduie A( Form 3 ) (Revised 02/2009) 
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r 
FEC 

FORM 3 

01/31/2012 09:10 

PAGE 1 /120 

REPORT OF RECEIPTS 
AND DISBURSEMENTS 

For An Authorized Committee 

n 
_Office_Usa_Oi^ 

1. NAME OF 
COMMITTEE (in lull) 

TYPE OR PRINT T Exampla: If typing, type 
over the lines. 

12t-E4M5 

, Friends Of Tim Johnson 
! 1 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I ' I I I ' ' ' I- I J__L 

I I I .1 I ' ' - .1 !__L I I I I I I I 1 

ADDRESS (number and street) 

Check if different 
than previously 
reported. (ACC) 

iPO Box 17097 
I I ' I I 

I'll 

I Urbana ' 
I I I I I 

I I I i t I I I 

-l_L I I 1 I i I .1 ' 

161803-7097 
I ' ' ' 

2. FEC IDENTIFICATION NUMBER T 

C C00350421 

CITY 

3. IS THIS 
REPORT 

STATE 

X NEW 
(N) OR 

AMENDED 
(A) 

4. TYPE OF REPORT (Choose One) 

(a) Quarterly Reports: 

April 15 Quarterly Report (01) 

July 15 Quarterly Report (02) 

October IS Quarterly Report (Q3) 

X January 31 Year-End Report (YE) 

Termination Report (TER) 

(b) 12-Day PRE-Electlon Report lor the: 

Primary (12P) General (12G) 

Convention (12C) Special (12S) 

Election on 

U .M ( O II < V V V Y 

03 ' 06 2012 

(c) 30-Day POST-Electlon Report for the: 

General (30G) Runoff (30R) 

Election on 
.• 1.1 J 0 :) 

03 06 
V V V Y 

2012 

ZIP CODE 
STATE • DISTRICT 

iJLl Cl\ 

Runoff (12R) 

in the 
State of 1 . * 

Special (30S) 

In the 
State of 

IL 

5. Covering Period 10 
u (I 

01 
V Y r V 

2011 through 
I.*. 

12 
/ 11 I) / V Y V V 

31 2011 

/ certify that I have examined this Report and to the best of my knowledge and belief it is true, correct and complete. 

Type or Print Name of Treasurer Randi Parr 

Signature of Treasurer KmiJi Pan- lEhch imicnlly Filedf Date 

M rl . .• II n • . V V • Y Y 

01 31 2012 

NOTE: Submission of false, erroneous, or incornplete information may subject the person signing this Report to the penalties of 2 U.S.C. §437g.' 

L 
FE5AN01B 

Office 
Use 
Only 

FEC FORM 3 , 
(Revised 02/2003) 



Image# 12970207658 

SCHEDULE A (PEG Form 3) 
ITEMIZED RECEIPTS 

Use separate schedule(s) 
for eacti category of the 
Detailed Summary Page 

FOR LINE NUMBER: I PAGE 15 OF 120 
(check only one) 

"""" """"lid 

His 
X 11a lib 11c _ 

12 13a 13b 

Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold or used by any person for the purpose of soliciting contributions 
or for commercial purposes, other than using the name and address of any political committee to solicit contributions from such committee. 

NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full) 
' Friends Of Tim Johnson 

2 
4 

Full Name (Last. First. Middle Initial) 

Mailing Address 1290 Churchill Road 

City Stale Zip Code 

Springfield IL 62702-3493 

FEC ID number of contributing 
federal political committee. 

Name of Employer Occupation 
Memorial Medical Center Physician 

Receipl For: 2012 
^ Primary f "j General 

Other (specify) 

Date of Receipt 
M • le ; ' n ii r y • r y v 

' 11 01 2011 

Transaction ID : A-C15191 

Amount of Each Receipt this Period 

250 

Full Name (Last. First. Middle Initial) 

Mailing Address 840 N Lake Shore Drive 

#2501 
City 

Chicago 
State 

.IL 

Zip Code 
60611-2483 

FEC ID number of contributing 
federal political committee. c ' ' 

-• t 

•Name of Employer 

Clifford Law 

Occupation 

Attorney 

Date of Receipt 

,M M. / n I) 

11 01 

Transaction ID : A-C1S353 

V V Y V 

2011 

Amount of Each Receipt this Period 

2000 
I -t . ! U . 

c. 
Full Name (Last. First. Middle Initial) 
John Cooney Date of Receipt 

Mailing Address 2238 N Fremont Street 

City Slate Zip Code 

Chicago IL 60614-3614 

FEC ID number of contributing 
federal political committee. c 
Name of Ei,nployer Occupation 

Self Allorney 

,M M 

11 
on y V V • V 

01 2011 

Transaction ID : A-C15359 

Amount of Each Receipt this Period 

2000 
I • * 

Receipt For: 20T2 
Primary £"J General 

: Other (specify) 

Election Cycle-io-Date 

2000 

SUBTOTAL of Receipts This Page (optional). 
4250.00 

TOTAL This Period (last page this line number only).. 

FEC Schedule A (Form 3) (Revised 02/2009) 


